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Abstract

Religious Minds and Social Minds
: Evolutionary-Cognitive Approaches

Koo, Hyung Chan

Institute of Korean Studies, Yonsei University

Evolutionary-cognitive research programmes on religion have been
reached to the point of redefinition of the term, homo religiosus, which is
one of the crucial words in the field of the study of religions in the twentieth
century: “religiosity” is not a sui generis human nature, but a product or
by-product of the evolution processes, and is expressed on the basis of
evolved psychological mechanisms and cognitive constraints.

The evolutionary-cognitive approach, mainly represented by the
cognitive science of religion, has accumulated the various achievements
during last 30 years of its own history. Its research questions, core theories,
methodologies and eventually the research trends have been changed
accordingly. The noticeable changes in this area consist of the following
three factors: the significance of empirical study and experiment-based
research are emphasized; the theoretical issues on the topic of “evolution” are
also highlighted; the research agendas on this perspective are shared by
various scholars of diverse fields, not limited only in religious studies.

This article scrutinizes the recent research trends in the evolutionary and
cognitive approaches to religion and calls for further researches into the
evolution of religious minds and social minds, based on the implications of

adaptationist-byproduct debates.



Key Words: evolution, cognition, religious minds, social minds, cognitive

science of religion, adaptation, by-product
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